 BILSINGTON - Report to the Community - MAY 2010

(Web Site - www.saxonshore-kent.gov.uk)

Bilsington Parish Council 

The parish council has met six times this year with good attendance at all the meetings. We have decided to continue to meeting on a Saturday morning which is more convenient to parishioners and councillors. 

Events and subjects that have occupied the parish council during the past year include:

· Planning Applications, 15 this year, with emphasis on extensions and improvement to existing properties. 

· Spending a precept and concurrent grant of nearly £2000.

· Supporting parish organisations. Donations were made to the Village Hall (£250), the Hassocks group (£50), the  Parish Church for the provision of flowers at Easter, Harvest Festival and Christmas (£100) and Bilsington Ladies (£50).

· Village improvements & litter collection including the provision of dog poo signs. We have continually nagged Kent Highway Services on the poor condition of the roads, especially potholes after a very harsh winter.

· Local Needs Housing - we are in a joint venture with Ruckinge parish council on this initiative. A site has now been approved in Marsh Road, Ruckinge for the erection of six homes. A public consultation will now take place this coming summer, leading to their construction with occupancy taking place in late in 2011.

· Parish Archives – we continue to look after these and add to them as further documents are discovered.

· Regular contact with government departments, KCC and ABC on a whole host of subjects.

· Village Hall Trusteeship. We have supported the Village Hall Committee on their initiatives to improve the village hall and future plans for the hall.

· Representing Bilsington at the Police Forum, the Parish Forum, Ham Street Surgery Patient’s Participation Group, Kent Association of Town Councils and Local Amenity Groups. The mobile police station comes to the village about every two months - but at a time when most residents are at work, shopping or ‘just doing other things’. We have proposed that they attend when more residents are available, say at the monthly Coffee Morning. Bilsington remains a ‘low crime’ area.

· Kent Village of the Competition. This year we were were successful, being awarded a ‘highly commended’ in the Community Life section and a prize of £100. 

· Telephone Kiosk outside the Village Hall. For the time being it will continue to provide a service but no doubt BT will again seek to remove it on grounds that it is not economic with the increasing use of mobile phones.

· Web site - maintenance and improvement.

· Parish Plan - financial support provided - see separate report below.

· Rural Older Peoples Project - supporting an initiative by ABC to provide warden controlled accommodation for rural residents wishing to remain living in their community. We arranged the distribution of a survey within the parish, to those older than 50 to ascertain their aspiration for accommodation as they grow older.

 Contact – Jane Porter 01233 625777

Parish Plan 

It has become evident that to be able to raise monies to improve village facilities e.g. the village hall, that the parish should have a properly prepared plan based upon a survey of what all the residents, young and old, plus businesses, clubs and organisations want in the future. A steering committee has been formed to take this forward and a village barbecue on the cricket field is being organised to launch the Plan.

Contact Simon Hudson - bramleyhousekent@btinternet.com

Bilsington Ladies Afternoon Club

Bilsington Ladies Afternoon Club comprises members drawn from Bilsington & nearby surrounding areas. Aims include provision of a meeting point for social interaction and discussion. Speakers are secured from the locality and elsewhere, to entertain, amuse, and to offer interest to members. Occasionally, coach trips are arranged to places of interest. Following a membership increase of some 50% during 2008/2009, numbers have remained steady over the past 12 months.

This is a very relaxed and friendly club and new members are made most welcome. Recent speakers include Hilary Weston on making beautiful jewellery, Andrew Wood offering an audio tour of Scotland and Chris McCooey advising us about Kent Scandals (sensational, salacious and sometimes sad.). Why not join us on the second Thursday of the month, except August, at Bilsington Village Hall, starting at 2.15.p.m. 

Contact – Eileen Mills 01233 720566

Bilsington Monument Trust

The Monument continues to be a significant landmark above Romney Marsh. The restoration work, completed in 1999, is now nicely mellowed and visitors from far and wide gaze out admiring the views across Romney Marsh. Currently the trustees are Libby Lawson as Chair, Robert Boutwood as Secretary,  Terry Tarrant as Treasurer and Mike Lay who looks after the site. Donations given over the past year have secured the trusts financial  position for the next few years.

Contact Terry Tarrant 01233 720404

Bilsington Tuesday Afternoon Sewing Group (Hassocks) 

We continue to meet every Tuesday afternoon at Cross House, Bilsington. We have been able to have our large altar hassocks professionally stretched & mounted (by Keith Woodhouse) thanks to a generous donation from the Bilsington Parish Council in the past. Further monies were raised at our Christmas 2009 coffee morning to buy more materials.

Now thanks to the Council's further help, we have been able to give our upholsterer the fourth altar hassock as well as a double pew cushion. At present we are stitching further pew cushions, which Charlotte Kerr will generously stretch and finish off for us in time for dedication at Harvest Festival in the Church. Our surplus wools, frames, etc. we plan to pass on to Fine Cell work - an organisation which teaches prisoners to do beautiful. embroidery and tapestry work

Our numbers continue to dwindle, despite repeated requests for new members. Everyone in our group joined us as a total beginner and we would be really pleased to show anyone how simple it really is to do what they can see in use and on to show in the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Bilsington. 

Contact Stephné Mytton 01233 720311 

The Royal British Legion Women's Section 

This Branch, which meets in the Aldington Village Hall, serves all neighbouring villages and beyond - we have members from Hamstreet, St Mary's Bay and Hythe for instance. Our meetings are once a month, but at least twice a year we meet at our President's home (Mrs Stephne Mytton) in Bilsington.

We arrange lifts for our non-driving members to attend all our local and county events.

Once a year we provide wreaths to be laid in the Parish Churches on Remembrance Sunday.

Like every other organisation we would welcome new members to join in all our enjoyable fund raising etc. - you DO NOT have had to have been an ex-member of the armed forces (or relative of) to join us.

Contact Stephné Mytton 01233 720311

The Bilsington Society 

The Bilsington Society has reached a ‘decision point’ - whether to continue or to disband. The society was set up some 25 years ago as an amenity group. It has had two meeting a year attracting speakers on a wid e variety of subjects and organised and funded the publication of the book ‘Bilsington People 1900 - 2000’. Attendance at meetings has gradually diminished and the committee members remain much the same as the founding members some 25 years ago. The autumn meeting will be on Friday 15 October and depending on attendance the decision will be made whether to continue with the Society. These evenings are open to all and free. Fresh ideas and committee members are required.

Sales of the Society’s book “Bilsington People 1900-2000” have con tinued, many orders being received (some from overseas) via the web site. The society’s financial position remains sound. 

Bilsington People books - Contact Terry Tarrant 01233 720404

Meetings - Contact Eileen Mills 01233 720566

Neighbourhood Watch

We are lucky (touch wood) that Bilsington remains such a low crime rated village. Thefts from garages and sheds are quite common in the locality, however, and these are likely to increase as the weather gets better and sheds are left unsecured. Look after your possessions!

Also, please remember to take an interest in your elderly or vulnerable neighbours; advise them if appropriate, about common-sense security issues, and show that you care.

If you want more online information, including local police reports, please email me (Hugh Webb) at hughwebb1107@live.co.uk and I will include you on our online list. If you are not on the internet but would like more information, call me on 01233 720818 and I will try to help.

Contact Hugh Webb - hughwebb1107@live.co.uk 

Bilsington Flower and Vegetable Show

After last year’s very successful show we are repeating this event. The schedule of entries is being modified to make it even more attractive to enter. The show will take place on Saturday 11 September in the village hall and we hope many green fingered villagers will take part. This show welcomes all abilities and all age groups.

Contact Charlotte Kerr 01233 720878 

Bilsington Village Hall Committee

The Village Hall Committee has been reformed with Alex Miller as the chairman, Hugh Webb as the deputy chairman, Liz Webb as secretary and Terry Tarrant as treasurer. 

Use of the Village Hall is increasing slowly. Those of you who book the Hall in winter will know that it is cold! We have had the heaters inspected and certified by Calor, who recommend that they should be replaced.  We will look into this over the summer and hopefully improve the heating for next year.

Please contact Liz Webb on 01233 720818 to book the Hall for family parties or other events where you need more space than you have at home.

As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, the village is planning a picnic in the early summer. The Village Hall will act as a ‘wet weather’ venue for this and will provide chairs and tables etc.

Contact Liz Webb 01233 720818

Bilsington Art Group

Despite the awful weather this winter the class, because of the snow, lost one session only; had Eskimo dogs been available, I think quite a few of our students would have made it!

Our Annual Exhibition, in October, was quite successful despite the recession and we were able to support the Village Hall a little bit by raffling a landscape in oils. The recipient was very pleased and came to sit for us as a portrait model. The show was well supported and we were delighted to welcome Dr Bhinda and his wife to open the exhibition.

We still have a full and active class in the Village Hall and look forward to seeing you at our Annual Exhibition on 23 and 24 October 2010.

Contact Beryle Bell 01233 732963

Bilsington Cricket Club

Every Saturday and Sunday during the season the club plays games against local sides, our home ground being on the cricket field behind the White Horse. A unique little ground where standing at fine leg at the pub end, you cannot see the bowler! But hey, what a great view across the Marsh on a glorious sunny afternoon.

It is village cricket at it's best. Anybody who has an interest in playing is very welcome. Why not visit our web site at www.bilsingtoncc.co.uk to find out more?

Contact Sylvia Leaning 01233 620260

St Peter's and St Paul's Church

Administrative Information

The parish priest is Revd Richard Love and churchwardens are Linda King and Terry Tarrant. The affairs of the church are run by an elected group called the Parochial Church Council (PCC).

Objectives for the Year: The PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the priest in promoting in the parish the mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. It also has maintenance responsibility for the church building and churchyard of St Peter & St Paul, Bilsington. 

The PCC's objectives for this year in particular were to conclude the renovation work specified by the architect in the quinquennial report on the church in such time as to fit in with the terms and conditions of the grants awarded.

Achievements and Performance: The renovation work was completed with the path and internal decoration being completed early in 2009. All grants were claimed, all bills paid and the renovation fund is now closed.

Fund Raising: Thanks for grants and donations towards the renovation work to:

Friends of Kent Churches, Garfield Weston Foundation, Allchurches Trust, the Wolfson Foundation, the National Churches Trust, the H. R. Pratt Boorman Family Foundation and the Bilsington Society. Jefferson Engineering donated a watercolour painting of the church by Robert May, which raised funds via a sealed bid auction. Generous donations were also received from local families. Other sources of income were fund raising events: concerts given by The Aldington Chamber Ensemble and Stan James & Maggie Denham and the Flower Festival.

Church Attendance: There are 19 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll. The average normal service attendance was 20 with an average of 16 communicants. Numbers attending joint services and festivals was higher and 71 attended the Blessing the Crib service on Christmas Eve.

PCC Meetings: The PCC met 5 times during 2009 at joint and separate PCC Meetings. 

Services: Services of 1662 Holy Communion with hymns were held at 9am on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month during the year. Occasional services were also held:

· 5th Sunday joint benefice service at 10:45am in August

· Songs of Praise Service on Sunday 10th May at 3pm

· Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday 27th September at 3pm

· All Souls' Tide Service (for the bereaved) Sunday 1st November at 3pm

· Blessing the Crib Thursday 24th December at 4pm

· Christmas Day Holy Communion at 10.45am

There are two Sunday Schools in the Benefice, one in St Martin’s Church, Aldington and Steve's Club in Lympne.

Other Events: The PCC run a monthly coffee morning on the first Saturday in the month. Coffee, tea, biscuits and sometimes cakes are provided free of charge for any who likes to call in to the Village Hall between 10am & 12 noon. There is also a produce stall selling tins and packets of food, cakes (homemade or otherwise), jam, plants, homegrown vegetables and fruit etc. During 2009 the coffee mornings ran from April through to December and started again in April 2010.

Other Activities: The PCC continues to sponsor a child through Compassion UK. We sponsor a child in a deprived part of the world throughout her childhood arranged through a Christian organisation. They provide food, clothing, education, Christian guidance and loving care. 

Thanks: The PCC would like to thank all those who have given their time to assist with the running of the church, its services, keeping it clean, decorated with flowers and maintenance of the building and churchyard. Many thanks for all his hard work in the parish are due to Rev Richard Love who will be retiring in May 2010.

PCC Aims for the Coming Year

Following Rev Richard Love retirement in May 2010, the PCC will be engaged in managing the process of moving into the Hamstreet cluster of churches, establishing a new working relationship and establishing a settled pattern of services with our new colleagues.

Contact Linda King 01233 720554
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